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THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE 


By JOHN J. KELLEY 
“That They Might Have Life” — John 10: 10. 


ASTER, with its ageless story of the Resurrection, 

is proof that Christianity is not a code of morals or 
ethics, not a system of philosophy and certainly not a 
mere religion. It is a new life, an abundant life, eter- 
nal life. The believer becomes a partaker of the divine 
nature; he becomes one with the Lord. 


Easter brings to our attention the “must” of the 
new birth, the need of regeneration as the very core of 
the Christian message. When our Lord arose triumph- 
ant over sin, death and the grave, He once again pro- 
claimed the message of regeneration. Unless we grasp 
this great truth, Easter will mean nothing to us. To 
many, Easter means only the historical fact that our 
Lord arose from the dead nineteen centuries ago. It is 
also important to have Him living in us. 


Easter fragrance will not linger unless Jesus Christ, the Rose of Sharon 
and the Lily of the Valley, lives in us. This Easter fragrance will draw men 
to Jesus Christ as a magnet draws a piece of steel. Like the precious ointment 
poured upon the Lord, this fragrance will fill our lives. 


Easter music, with its note of triumph, and its challenge to death and the 
grave, will likewise be forgotten unless Jesus dwells within. If He controls our 
life, directing its every desire, then the Easter music will go on winging its way 
nto the life of our entire circle of friends and acquaintances. 


Easter, with its new life, its fragrance and its music, may all be ours for 

the taking. This new life is a free gift from God through Jesus Christ our Lord 

(Rom. 6:23). If the Prince of Life dwells in our hearts, death will hold no fear 

for us. We shall have assurance of sins forgiven, the knowledge of a Saviour’s 
ove and a new relationship to God through Jesus Christ (Rom. 8:15-17). 
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@6 [__EDITORIAL NOTES AND COMMENTS | 09 


PAPAL TEARS 


PE PIUS XII and his official 
newspaper ‘Observatore Romano’ 
have pronounced the peace treaties 
with Italy and other Axis satellites 
“unjust, illogical and lacking in com- 
mon sense,” according to a N. Y. 
Times’ report of last February 9. The 
Italian treaty is called a “diktat,” and 
the Pope is quoted as stating: “In a 
new order founded on moral princi- 
ples there is no room for a new at- 
tempt against the freedom, integrity 
and security of other nations.” 
There were no tears in the Pope’s 
eyes when he signed up the Cath- 
olic Church behind Hitler’s ‘new 
order,’ or when the Vatican entered 
into alliance with Mussolini by the 
signing of the Lateran Pact in 1929. 
These Vatican pacts with the Axis 
dictators gave the start to Nazi- 
Fascist aggressions that have brought 
Italy and the whole world into the 
pitiful state in which they now find 
themselves. Papal tears of sincere re- 
pentance would be now more in order. 


CLARE LUCE'S "REASONS' 


S° MUCH publicity has been given 
to the story of Clare Luce’s “rea- 
sons” for joining the Catholic Church, 
as appearing in McCall’s magazine, 
that there is little left for us to say. Her 
formal submission to Roman Cathol- 
icism was in no sense a spiritual “con- 
version” but a mere transition or 
change-over from one Church denom- 
ination to another. 
The “reasons” she gives for her 
change are many and varied, and she 
is not sure herself if there was any one 


“real” reason. From the fact that she 
speaks in Protestant terms of “the gift 
of faith by grace” (a doctrine con- 
demned by the Roman Catholic 
Church), she is obviously drawing 
upon the terminology of her Protest- 
ant background as a pious covering 
for her meaningless and unsubstan- 
tiated statement that “Catholic doc. 
trine seemed to me the solid objective 
truth.” 


But this will all go down well with 
the unthinking mass of Americans 
who are beginning to believe the per- 
sistent propaganda that all persons 
of prominence in American life are 
rushing to Msgr. Fulton J. Sheen for 
tickets of admission into the Roman 
Catholic Church. 

It so happens that the March issue 
of THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAG 
AZINE, that appeared about the same 
time as McCall's, contains the authen- 
tic facts and stories of four Roman 
Catholic priests who have recently be 
come ministers in Protestant denom- 
inations. These stories have a real 
message, tell of true spiritual conver- 
sion and any one of them more than 
offsets Mrs. Luce’s aberrations. Two 
of these priests now are Lutheran pas- 
tors, and two Episcopal ministers. 
Mrs. Luce was just a lay member of 
the Episcopal Church and is now a 
member of the laity of the Roman 
Catholic Church. 


But McCall's magazine has 4 
monthly circulation of three and 6 
half million. Alongside this, THE 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE'S 
35,000 circulation is a mere drop in 
the bucket. But little David with his 
slingshot vanquished Goliath — be 
cause he had the Lord on his side. We 
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have about 5,000 extra copies of our 
March issue. Will you not help us 
to distribute them where they will be 
most effective? 


(We urge our readers to flood Mc- 
Call’s—230 Park Ave., New York 17, 
N. Y.—with letters urging, in all fair- 
ness, that some converted priest’s story 
also be published.) 


? ©. 7@ 


POPE NO LONGER NEUTRAL 


POPE has abandoned his neu- 
trality, now that Nazism and 
Fascism are defeated. In his Christ- 
mas Eve message, 1943, the Pope de- 
clared: “The Church does not intend 
to take sides.” 

Now, in 1947, in his address to the 
nobility of Rome last January 8, Pope 
Pius XII declares: “In vain may one 
try to hide behind the mask of neu- 
trality; such a one is not at all neu- 
tral; he is, whether he wills it or not, 
an accomplice.” 

In its issue of January 4, 1943, 
Time magazine said: “Optimists had 
hoped Myron Taylor's hush-hush vis- 
it to the Vatican last September might 
persuade the Pope to say a veiled 
good word for the United Nations. 
They were disappointed.” When the 
American Army landed in Sicily in 
1943, President Roosevelt wrote as 
follows to Pope Pius XII: “Our sol- 
diers have come to rid Italy of Fas- 
cism and all its unhappy symbols.” 
In reply, the Pope, according to the 
Associated Press of July 17, 1943, 
snubbed the President by reminding 
him that the Vatican had always re- 
tained normal diplomatic relations 
with Fascist Italy. 

Now, by his own words, the Pope 
condemns himself as an accomplice of 
Fascism for hiding behind the mask 
of neutrality during the war. 
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DREW PEARSON'S "SECRET" 


ANY were amazed and others 
very puzzled at Drew Pearson’s 

‘secret’ revelation, in his column on 
February 10, that the Pope and his 
bishops in Axis countries had saved 
some Jews from Hitler’s slaughter 
houses by baptizing them or “alleging 
their conversion to Christianity.” 

This is no secret at all, for the 
world was told, even during the war 
years, that in Slovakia and Hungary 
Catholic bishops were paid by Jewish 
societies in America to rescue Jews 
from death. The condition laid down 
by these Catholic bishops was that 
only Jews who consented to Catholic 
baptism would benefit. In our maga- 
zine for October 1944, for instance, 
we reported a dispatch from Zurich 
that the Archbishop of Budapest had 
begun to make it more difficult for 
Jews to be rescued by baptism by 
issuing a decree which stated that 
“candidates would be baptized only 
after passing an examination and tes- 
timony by their teachers that they 
sought baptism out of conviction.” 

In November 1945, we also report- 
ed that Archbishop Spellman, in March 
1944, sent $50,000 of Jewish money 
from New York to the Catholic bishops 
of Slovakia to save some of the Jews 
who were being slaughtered under 
Msgr. Tiso’s Nazi-Catholic regime. 
This traffic in the lives of the persecut- 
ed Jewish people between Catholic 
bishops and heads of governments is 
an old story that has been repeated 
time and again during the centuries 
of anti-Semitism in Europe. The 
Churchmen who first stirred up per- 
secution of the Jews and dogmatized 
anti-Semitism into the history of 
Europe by their decrees, later bene- 
fited by the blood-money paid by rich 
Jews for their ransom. 
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It is not clear whether Drew Pear- 
son intended his “revelation” as a slap 
at the Catholic Church or in praise 
of its profitable humanitarianism. The 
Vatican and the Catholic Church in 
America have been vehement in de- 
fending Archbishop Stepinac and his 
bishops and priests from the charge 
of taking part in the forced conversion 
to Catholicism of hundreds of thou- 
sands of Orthodox Serbians in Yugo- 
slavia. At best, it is a back-handed 
compliment to the Catholic Church to 
praise it for saving Jews likewise by 
baptizing them. It further reveals 
that Hitler’s persecution of the Jews 
helped to increase the membership of 
the Catholic Church. 

But even if it is to the credit of the 
Pope and his bishops for thus saving 
some Jews for a price, there are mil- 
lions of others whose cruel torture and 
death may be traced to the curse of 


anti-Semitism fostered through the 
centuries by that same Catholic 
Church. Marshal Pétain’s ambassa- 
dor at the Vatican, for instance, re- 
ported to him in 1941 that the Vati- 
can had no objections to the anti- 
Semitic laws of his Vichy regime, and 


Pierre Laval, aping Hitler, could 
therefore boast, as recorded in the 
N. Y. Times of Sept. 18, 1942: “I am 
only applying to the Jews the same 
treatment prescribed centuries ago by 
the Catholic Church.” 


7 t 7 


BACK TO THE MIDDLE AGES 


"THE TREND of Catholic thought 

and activity in modern America 
is evidenced by the setting up last 
February 2 of a ‘Medieval Institute’ 
at Notre Dame University “to study 
the principles and ideals of Western 
civilization in the Middle Ages, and 
to apply them for the benefit’ of art, 
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science, religion, politics and other 
phases of modern living.” 


This was proclaimed by Father 
Gerald B. Phelan, director of Notre 
Dame’s Medieval Institute, who 
stated that the Middle Ages “were 
productive of the highest type of 
Christian culture.” This shameless 
campaign to turn the clock of progress 
back includes the scrapping of Pro- 
testantism and its principle of re- 
ligious freedom, of American dem- 
ocracy, to preserve which millions 
have given their lives in two World 
Wars, as well as of the benefits of 
modern science and invention, our 
system of finance and commerce and 
industrialism. For Father Phelan, in 


his initial address to the faculty and § 


students of this Medieval Institute at 
Notre Dame, according to the N. Y. 
Times’ report of it, bluntly declared: 


“Our problems concern the integra- 
tion of modern industrialism, mod- 
ern democracy, modern finance and 
commerce, modern science and in- 
vention into the traditional culture 
which our remote ancestors built up 
and our immediate forefathers be- 
queathed to us.” 


A twentieth-century Torquemada 
also, presumably, would head a re 
vived Inquisition to see to it that the 
“heresies” of Protestantism and dem- 
ocracy would never again raise their 
heads to disturb this revived church- 
controlled medieval order of things. 
Hitler would then not have died in 
vain. 
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AN EX-PRIEST IN 
FRANCO SPAIN 
IN FRANCO SPAIN, Régulo Mar- 
tinez Sanchez, a former Roman 
Catholic priest and leader of the 
Spanish Democratic Alliance, was 
sentenced last January to six years in 
jail as a plotter against the Fascist 
regime of General Franco. The Span- 
ish Democratic Alliance, according to 
a report from Madrid in the N. Y. 
Times of last January 10, is the 
strongest anti-Franco movement in 
Spain and ex-priest Martinez was one 
of its founders in 1944. After the 
civil war he was sentenced to death 
as a Republican, but the sentence was 
commuted to thirty and then twenty 
years in prison, and he was released 
in 1940. 

A death sentence against this ex- 
priest was expected at his latest trial 
in January, at which he testified that 
“the United States and British Em- 
bassies had offered moral but not ma- 
terial support to his [anti-Franco] 
organization. The report further 
stated: “Foreign correspondents were 
permitted to report the trial fully, but 
Spanish newspapers were forbidden 
to mention it.” Ex-priest Martinez 
was one of ten condemned by a one- 
day court martial for having “con- 
spired in an effort to unite all anti- 
Franco groups, with the exception of 
the Communists, to overthrow the 
present regime.” 

It takes courage of the highest order 
for anyone—not to mention an ex- 
priest—in Spain today to lead a dem- 
ocratic movement against the Vatican- 
supported dictatorship of Franco. 
Once sentenced to death by Franco’s 
Inquisition courts, and now languish- 
ing in a Franco jail again for his 
fight for freedom, ex-priest Martinez 
has emulated the martyrs and free- 
dom-loving heroes of old. Salud! 
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UNWARRANTED RETRACTION 


DON H. BULLOCK of New York 

City takes us to task for not yet 
publishing Time magazine’s retraction 
of its letter from “Michael Breen” in 
its issue for last November 11, which 
boldly stated that the solution to the 
problem of mixed marriages will come 
when “we (Catholics) secure enough 
public control to make marriage by 
the Catholic Church the only one per- 
mitted by law.” 


We printed this excerpt from Time 
in our issue of last January (p. 28) 
and consider Time’s hasty retraction 
unwarranted. It at least should have 
added that whoever this “Michael 
Breen” is, he is well versed in correct 
knowledge of Roman Catholic aims 
and teachings. None but Catholic 
marriages are allowed in Spain and 
other countries where the Roman 
Catholic Church “secures enough 
public control.” It is customary for 
Catholic priests and enterprising lay- 
men to write thus to newspapers un- 
der a nom-de-plume. 


*JOHN PYM, foremost British 
parliamentarian in the 17th Cen- 
tury, warned the English people 
of his timé as follows: 
“The Roman Church presses 
first for a_ toleration, from 
thence to an equality, from an 
equality to a superiority, and 
from a superiority to an extir- 
pation of all contrary religions.” 


ARTIST offers his services at very 
moderate prices 
Draws figures, retouches photographs, executes 
designs and fine lettering. Paints also in oil. 
Specializes in Evangelical subjects 
Edwin Ray Potter, 725 Cauldwell Avenue 
apt. 15 — Bronx 55, New York, N. Y. 
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STOP FALSE CATHOLIC PROPAGANDA! 


OLUMNISTS and feature writers 

of the secular press are falling 
over one another to see who will be 
the first to name another public offi- 
cial or person of prominence who is 
waiting in line to take instructions 
from Msgr. Fulton J. Sheen and join 


the Roman Catholic Church. Among 
those mentioned as falling for sure 
into the Pope’s net have been: James 
Roosevelt, Dorothy Thompson, Chi- 


ang Kai-Shek, Walter Lippmann, | 


Grace Moore et al. 


THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 


> 


January 16, 1947 


— 


Dear Mrs. Owen: 


I have your letter of the 12th asking as to the truth 
of the statement contained in the column of Mr. Ed Sullivan 
stating "Jim Byrnes and Msgr. Fulton Sheen readying an 


announcement ?" 


The columnist does not really make a statement. He 
merely asks a question. The answer to the question is that 
"I am not readying an announcement" on any subject with 
Msgr. Sheen or any other person. The fact is that I have 
not talked with Msgr. Sheen or communicated with him in any 
way since last March 17 when I had the pleasure of sitting 
next to him at a dinner in New York City. He made the evening 
&@ pleasant one for me. I think we discussed every subject 
except religion. 


While I do not know Msgr. Sheen intimately, I have 
such high respect for him that I am certain he is in no way 
responsible for the columnist's question. .I cannot accept 
your suggestion that I communicate with Mr. Sullivan. I 
have made it a rule not to answer any statement. appearing 
in newspapers. Certainly I have no reason to answer a 
question of the character above quoted. 


oe eel hla lm hCUmrrcr rr OU! Ur SO Oe ae 


erely yours, 
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Latest false rumor concerns former 
Secretary of State James F. Byrnes, 
who was born a Roman Catholic but 
became a Presbyterian at the age of 
27. Here is a sample by columnist 
Steffan Andrews in the Washington 
Post of February 1: 


“Jimmy Byrnes, retiring Secretary 
of State, is reported on the verge of 
rejoining the Catholic Church. He 
is under the tutelage of the same 
man who converted former Con- 


gresswoman Clare Booth Luce— . 


Msgr. Fulton J. Sheen.” 


Ed Sullivan and other columnists 
have also been syndicating this lying 
report. 

To scotch this once for all, we re- 
produce herewith a direct denial of 
the whole matter in a personal letter 
to one of our readers from former Sec- 
retary of State Byrnes, who states 
that it is nearly a year since he last 
spoke with Msgr. Sheen, and that no 
mention was made of religion what- 
ever. “I have not talked with Msgr. 
Sheen or communicated with him in 
any way,” he says, “since last March 
17 when I had the pleasure of sitting 
next to him at a dinner in New York 
City... .I think we discussed every 
subject except religion.” 

So annoyed was Chiang Kai-Shek 
with similar false rumors that he de- 
manded public retraction from the 
Roman Catholic hierarchy’s official 
N. C. W. C. News Service (see page 
92 of our issue for March). 


FOR $1.00 WE WILL MAIL A SAMPLE 

COPY OF THE CONVERTED CATHO- 

LIC MAGAZINE TO TEN OF YOUR 
FRIENDS AND ACQUAINTANCES 
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THE JEW 


Scattered by God’s avenging hand, 
Afflicted and forlorn, 

Sad wanderers from their pleasant land, 
Do Judah’s children mourn; 

And e’en in Christian countries, few 

Breathe thoughts of pity for the Jew. 


Yet listen, Gentile, do you love 
The Bible’s precious page? 
Then let your heart with kindness move 
To Israel’s heritage; 
Who traced those lines of love for you? 
Each sacred writer was a Jew. 


And then as years and ages passed, 
And nations rose and fell, 

Though clouds and darkness oft were cast 
O’er captive Israel, 

The oracles of God for you 

Were kept in safety by the Jew. 


And when the great Redeemer came 
For guilty man to bleed, 

He did not take an angel’s name, 
No, born of Abraham’s seed, 

Jesus, Who gave His life for you— 

The gentle Saviour—was a Jew. 


And though His own received Him not, 
And turned in pride away, 

Whence is the Gentile’s happier lot? 
Are you more just than they? 

No! God in pity turned to you— 

Have you no pity for the Jew? 


Go, then, and bend your knee to pray 
For Israel’s ancient race; 

Ask the dear Saviour every day 
To call them by His grace. 

Go, for a debt of love is due 

From Christian Gentiles to the Jew. 


Courtesy, American Board of Missions to the 
Jews, 717 Walnut St., Phila. 6, Pa. 


oA A A 


“THE FEMALE SEX is in some respects 
inferior to the male sex, both as regards 
body and soul.”—Catholic Encyclopedia, vol. 
15. p. 687. 
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THE FELLOWSHIP OF HIS SUFFERINGS 


(The following Christian exposition of the nature and value of suffer- 
ing should serve as a follow-up of our article in the January issue 
about the sufferings and bleedings in the body of Theresa Neumann 


of Konnersreuth.) 


“That I may know Him, and the power of His resurrection, and the 
fellowship of His sufferings”—Philippians 3: 10. 


N° HEALTHY SOUL deliberately 

elects to suffer. To do so would 
indicate a sickly mind and distorted 
spiritual values. Such an unwhole- 
some attitude of mind and spirit, how- 
ever, is revealed in the lives of many 
“saints” venerated by the Roman 
Catholic Church. Suffering in itself 
is not a good or a beneficence, yet it 
is not only condoned but extolled by 
the Catholic Church as being meri- 
torious, and has led to the degrading 
extravagances and excesses of self- 
inflicted torments, heathen flagella- 
tions, scourgings and physical castiga- 
tions with which the catalogue of Ro- 
man Catholic saints abounds. This 
morbid desire for fleshly suffering has 
even descended to such revolting spec- 
tacles as that of St. Rita carrying 
worms in her forehead. Here are a 
few excerpts trom the story of her life, 
Officially endorsed by the highest 
Roman Catholic authorities.* 


“Making of His crown of thorns, so to 
speak, a bow, and of one of the thorns, an 
arrow, Jesus fired it at the forehead of St. 
Rita with such impetus and force, that 
it penetrated the flesh and bone, and re- 
mained fixed in the middle of the fore- 
head, leaving a wound that lasted all her 
life, and even to this day, the scar of the 


1 The Life of St. Rita of Cascia, translated 
by Rev. Dan J. Murphy, O.S.A., from the 
Spanish of Rev. Joseph Sicardo, O.S.A., cum 
permissu superiorum, N, J. Murphy, O.S.A., 
Provincial; Nihil Obstat, J. F. Green, O.S.A., 
Censor Libr.; Imprimatur, George W. Mun- 
dalein, D.D., Archbishop of Chicago. 1916. 


wound remains plainly visible. . . . The 
pain caused by the wound increased day 
by day, the wound itself assumed so ugl 
and revolting an appearance, that St. Rity 
became an object of nausea to some of the 
nuns” (p. 114). 

“So great was her patience amidst all the 
pain she suffered, that she called the littl 
worms which were generated by the putrid 
kumor of her wound—‘her angels’—for 
they increased her sufferings whenever 
moved or fed themselves on her tender 
aching flesh, thus giving her new of 
casions to practice patience and to met 
more and more the 'ove and esteem of he 
divine Spouse, Jesus Christ” (p. 115). — 
“She suffered continually the most acul 
and excruciating pains, which were aw 
mented not only by the strong offen 
odor that came from the wound, but 

by the little worms which dwelt in the 
wound. St. Rita suffered all with um 
speakable patience, and whenever any of 
the little worms would fall to the floor, 
she would pick them up with care and 
replace them in the wound, so that she 
might suffer more and more. . . . St. Rita 
suffered with much joy the torments the 
little worms caused, and, one day, being 
asked what were those little worms that 
appeared in her wound, she responded with 
a smile, saying: ‘They are my little angels’” 
(p. 121). 

“Besides the pains of her illness, she suf- 
fered the torments of the wound on her 
forehead, and these torments were made 
more poignant by the continual movements 
of the litle worms which had also increased 
in number” (p. 123). 

(St. Rita in death): “The little worms 
which had, indeed, helped to make the 
countenance of St. Rita abominable were 
changed into agreeable and pretty light 
which twinkled like little stars, and the 
wound caused by the thorn shone with the 
brilliancy of a ruby” (p. 132). 
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ST. RITA OF CASCIA 


This Catholic picture shows her receiving 
the wound in her forehead from a thorn 
“fired like an arrow” from the Crucifix. 


The will of God is always the choice 
of the surrendered soul, whether it 
means to abound or to be abased. 
The full result of this choice, however, 
has always been that, in so far as the 
Christian has remained true to the 
testimony of Jesus, he has likewise 
gone without the camp bearing His 
reproach. This is a separation to the 
will of God, not a separation from 
man. It is not manifest in hiding in 
a cloister, or in donning funereal gar- 
ments. Grave clothes keep one in 
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bondage, and Lazarus, the risen man, 
is not to wear them. The Christian 
is in this world, the scene of Christ’s 
rejection, as a pilgrim and a stranger. 
His career is a constant vigil and a 
perpetual fast, but before men he as- 
sumes no semblance of fasting. Our 
Lord, in appearance and dress, was 
so much like other men, that it was 
necessary for Judas and the chief 
priests to arrange a sign between them 
to determine which one was Jesus. 
Our fellowship with His sufferings is 
characterized by our own unob- 
trusiveness. 


Moreover, it is not the cross in it- 
self which is the Christian’s choice— 
again it is God’s will. As it was with 
Simon, the Cyrenian, whom they did 
compel to bear the cross, so with 
every true Christian there is a divine 
compelling, and he will find the cross 
laid upon him. It then becomes his 
own and he must take it up daily. By 
denial of self and in union with Christ 
in the fellowship of His sufferings, 
not ours, the soul is subdued and can 
say with Paul, “I am crucified with 
Christ.” Only as we apprehend our- 
selves on the resurrection side of the 
cross can we glory in it, for “the 
power of His resurrection and the 
fellowship of His sufferings” are link- 
ed together. For the joy that was set 
before Him, our Lord “endured” the 
cross. 


To bolster a desperately weak spir- 
ituality when spiritual perceptions 
have grown feeble, much is zealously 
made of externals, of which symbols 
of suffering are always greatly favor- 
ed. The world applauds what con- 
tributes to it, and Rome grips the 
imagination of the world. A dead or 
dying Christ is a popular symbol for 
a world that would keep Him in the 
place of His humiliation. An ascetical 
garb with penitential trimmings re- 





110 THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE 


ceives the world’s applause, for the 
wearer therewith confesses before the 
world that the sacrifice of Christ is 
not sufficient. Flesh longs to plume 
itself with things suggestive of the 
spirit. Thus the marvelous which can 
be seen, not the spiritual that cannot 
be seen, is magnified in Roman Cath- 
olic practice. Such externals as the 
stigmata, physical marks resembling 
the wounds of Christ, made on Saint 
Francis and certain other saints, are 
given a foremost place of honor in its 
system. But the perfecting of faith is 
not to be found in ecstasies, raptures, 
transports and outward manifesta- 
tions. 


Human suffering is not an expia- 
tion for sin; neither does it further 
the work of redeeming mankind, as 
this pernicious doctrine of Roman 
Catholicism would have us believe. 
To suffer as a Christian, according to 


the will of God, is a mark of identity 


with Christ. He took the reproaches 
of men and felt the contempt of the 
world, so ought we, for “all that will 
live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer 
persecution.” He was defamed and 
despised, and He said “follow Me.” 
For His sake this may lead to an 
abiding loneliness, or to drudgery un- 
relieved by dramatic overtures, with- 
out acclaim; to multiplied griefs; to 
service pressed out of measure with 
burdens; a sacrificial life spent seem- 
ingly “for nought and in vain’—at 
least to all outward appearances. And 
if the Christian takes a definite stand 
because of conscience and righteous- 
ness to earnestly contend for the faith 
once delivered unto the saints, he is 
placed in a position to be made a 
spectacle unto the world and to angels 
and to men, a fool for Christ’s sake. 
If he dares go further and steadfastly 
resists the prince of this world and of 
darkness, who now holds high carni- 
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val with spiritual wickedness in high 
places, he risks being cast forth as 
offscouring. What true saint has not 
experienced the terrific onslaught of 
Satan! The acuteness of suffering as 
a Christian is determined by the de- 
gree of holy sensitivity we possess to 
all evil, and this is in turn dependent 
upon our intimacy with Christ. 


Each true Christian is a member in 
particular of the body of Christ and 
as such receives his own peculiar dis- 
cipline. We cannot choose our own 
course of discipline for “we are His 
workmanship.” We can only submit 
our will to His will. As living stones, 
each is polished for His unique setting 
when the Lord of Glory makes up His 
jewels. To those who would follow 
to know the Lord, the fellowship of 
His sufferings is a matter of advanced 
and holy discipline. As the Roman 
Catholic Church has presumptuously 
assumed other prerogatives of the 
Holy Spirit, it likewise strives to exert 
control over believers with its own de- 
sign of discipline —the unscriptural 
doctrine of penance. It has been the 
sad history of the Roman Church that 
while making much of outward evi- 
dences of humility and suffering, it 
has ever sought to take a high place 
and to avoid becoming identified with 
Christ in the followship of His suffer- 
ings. Its leaders have reigned mag- 
nificently as kings and sumptuously 
in this scene of His rejection.” 


The Christian is being readied to 
meet the King of Glory. But only 
He Who came down from the efful- 
gence of that glory knows what 
pleases Him. As it was with Esther 


2The thought here of course is of - the 
Roman Catholic Church as a system, for 
down through the ages countless individuals 
in that system have “not known the depths 
of Satan” and have walked with Christ. 
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who “required nothing” but what she 
knew the king was pleased to give her, 
so the true Christian does not dictate 
the requisites for his particular pre- 
tion. For each soul, however, the 
“oil of myrrh,” the fellowship of His 
sufferings, is as necessary and essen- 
tial as the “sweet odors.” 
For “if we suffer, we shall also reign 
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with Him” . . . and so, not by design- 
ing our own sufferings, but in accept- 
ing whatsoever is His will, shall we 
delight the heart of the King. “Re- 
joice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of 
Christ’s sufferings, that when His 
glory shall be revealed, ye may be 
glad also with exceeding joy.” 


A SMASHING VICTORY FOR THE 
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 


E U. S. SUPREME COURT 
handed a great victory to the 
Roman Catholic Church by its epoch- 
making decision last February 10, 
that the States have the right to spend 
public school funds raised by taxation 
to transport children to Catholic 
parochial schools. The ruling has 
been received with glee by the Roman 
Catholic press, but with dismay by 
all right-thinking Americans. It is 
what the Roman Catholic Church 
has been working hard to obtain for 
many years, but only as the first step 
to further encroachments on public 
tax funds for the complete support of 
its separate schools. 
The case was fought by an objector 
to the use of such funds in New Jersey, 
but the decision holds good now for 
all States. It was a 5-to-4 decision, 
the minority—Justices Wiley Rut- 
ledge, Felix Frankfurter, Robert H. 
Jackson and Harold H. Burton— 
sharply dissenting to the decision of 
the other five and pointing out, ac- 
cording to the N. Y. Times of Feb. 11, 
that “the prohibition against the 
establishment of religion cannot be 
circumvented by a ‘subsidy, bonus or 
reimbursement.” Justice Jackson 
charged the majority with “giving the 
clock’s hands a backward turn.” 


The Times’ noted feature writer 
Arthur Krock, in the same issue, 
warns that, “like the portal-to-portal 
issue, this is only the beginning of a 
grave judicial controversy.” He 
quotes one of Justice Rutledge’s ob- 
jections as follows: “If that is true, 
and the (First) Amendment’s force 
can be thus destroyed, what has been 
said becomes all the more pertinent. 
For then there could be no possible 
objection to more extensive support of 
religious education by New Jersey.” 

This, of course, is the end-result 
aimed at for years past by Roman 
Catholic pressure groups for support 
of parochial schools in all the States. 
Protestants, on the other hand, even 
the Lutherans and Episcopalians who 
are strong advocates of their own par- 
ochial schools, abhor the thought of 
State support of them. For, not only 
do they recognize it as a breaking 
down of the sacred guarantees of se- 
paration of Church and State in the 
First Amendment, but they wisely see 
in it the danger of eventual State con- 
trol of their religious schools. “If the 
State may aid these religious schools,” 
Justice Jackson pointed out, “it may 
therefore regulate them.” 

This, in Protestant eyes, is some- 
thing horrendous and to be prevented 
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at all costs. Not so with the Roman 
Catholic Church, however. For to 
Catholic policy-makers, State support 
of their schools is only one step to- 
ward Catholic Church control of all 
Government functions, and of the 
Government itself. As they see it, 
there is little danger, immense benefit 
in fact, in the State’s regulating Catho- 
lic education—provided the State is a 
Catholic State that does everything 
the Catholic way. Education in 
Franco Spain and other Catholic- 
Church controlled countries, for in- 
stance, is regulated by the State, 
which in turn is guided by the hand 
of the Church. Such regulation mere- 
ly consists in making sure that only 
the Roman Catholic religion is (forci- 
bly) taught in all schools, and that 
everything else taught in them is in 
perfect keeping with Catholic teaching 
—on politics, morals, economics and 
all social matters. 


Whether it is already too late to do 
anything about this far-reaching Su- 
preme Court decision, depends on the 
strength and alacrity of all truly de- 
mocratic forces in America to fight 
for its reversal. 
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THE SECRET OF THE POWER OF 
ROMAN CATHOLICISM 


By L. H. LEHMANN 


S A SYSTEM OF POWER, the 
Roman Catholic Church has no 
equal and is likely to retain its in- 
fluence as long as mankind remains 
spiritually unregenerate. For its en- 
tire structure is geared to an earthly, 
human realism that is admirably suit- 
ed to the weaknesses of human nature. 
It possesses elements of power that 
are strictly empirical and tangible, of 
the kind that weigh far more with 
the multitudes than logical argument 
or spiritual insight. On the one hand, it 
gains all the advantages accorded to a 
religion, and on the other, all the ben- 
efits, profits, and power that accrue to 
political and business organizations. 

These elements of power appeal not 
only to those of the Catholic Church’s 
own membership, but even more so to 
the great mass of people outside its 
membership who have little or no in- 
terest in any particular religion. This 
fact in itself constitutes an element of 
power that is more effective than all 
the others combined. It explains why 
a country such as the United States, 
whose population is fully 80 per cent 
non-Catholic, is controlled to such a 
great extent by the Catholic Church 
which claims the direct obedience of 
less than 20 per cent of its inhabi- 
tants." 

Evidence of this can be seen from 
the country-wide acclaim given to 
high-powered Catholic propaganda 
movies, such as Song of Bernadette, 
Boys Town, Going My Way and The 


*The Jesuit magazine America, most in- 
fluential of all Roman Catholic periodicals in 
the U. S., in its issue for November 23, gives 
the figure as only 16%. 


Bells of St. Mary’s; from the adula- 
tion heaped upon the Catholic Church 
by the secular press of the nation, 
which censors all news items harmful 
to its interests; from the almost regal 
honors accorded members of the Ro- 
man Catholic hierarchy by public offi- 
cials. The public schools in Boston, 
for instance, shut down last December 
2, because of the death of the Auxil- 
iary Roman Catholic Bishop Louis 
K. Kelleher. 


Neither in Protestant countries such 
as the United States, nor in so-called 
Catholic countries such as Italy, 
Spain, France, Portugal and South 
America, does the Catholic Church de- 
rive its power from the actual number 
of devout church-going Catholics in 
good standing. This is small com- 
pared to the number of its mere 
adherents who though baptized in the 
Catholic Church fail to live up to its 
requirements of actual membership or 
‘communion’ as understood by Pro- 
testant bodies. It is much smaller still 
compared to the vast number of un- 
churched people who admire it at a 
distance and are influenced, willy- 
nilly, by its political power, by its 
control of the press, movies and radio, 
by its pageantry and _ grandeur, 
and, above all, by its moral code. 
Italy, Spain, France, Portugal and 
Latin-American countries are regarded ° 
as almost 100 per cent Roman Cath- 
olic and their destinies are tied to the 
Catholic Church’s social culture and 
moral code. Yet, only about one-fifth 
of the Italian population are devout, 
church-going Catholics?; in France 





114 


only about 17 per cent are practicing 
Catholics, and were it not for Franco’s 
forced application of Catholic Church 
laws and decrees, the percentage in 
Spain would be even less*. Cardinal 
Spellman confessed in his Letters to 
My Father, written in 1944 during his 
visits to Italy, Spain and other coun- 
tries, that at dinner with many high 
prelates at the Nunciature in Madrid, 
he remembered the “striking and ter- 
rifying remark” of a friend who was 
an authority on Spain that: “Twenty- 
four hours of disorder in Spain [with- 
out Franco] could mean the assassina- 
tion of every bishop, priest and nun 
that could be found.” 


Nor do Catholics, as individuals, 
add much to the prestige of any coun- 
try by their personal accomplish- 
ments. They are at the bottom of all 
lists of scholars and have contributed 
little to scientific, industrial and med- 
ical progress in the modern world‘. In 
politics alone they seem to have gain- 
ed prominence in the United States. 
In the U. S. House of Representatives, 
Roman Catholics consistently out- 
number those of all other religious de- 
nominations, although they are out- 
numbered in the Senate by the Meth- 
odists, Episcopalians, Baptists and 
Presbyterians.t 


What then are the specific factors 
that account for the power and in- 
fluence of the Roman Catholic Church 


2cf. Is Italy a Catholic Country? by Prof. 
Gaetano Salvemini, 

3cf. Spanish Labyrinth, by Gerald Brenan. 
p. 53 

*See Jesuit magazine America, for August 
3, and Nov. 2, 1946. 

t cf. Public Opinion Quarterly, Spring, 1946, 
issue, article by Prof. Madge McKinney giv- 
ing the results of a ten-year study of the 
influence of religion on elections. 
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which can claim the direct support of 
such a small percentage of its own 
church-going membership in any 
country? 


SPECTACULAR GRANDEUR 


Its ritualistic worship may be listed 
as one of the chief factors that make 
Roman Catholicism attractive, not 
only to its devout members, but even 
to Protestants and more especially to 
those of no religious affiliation. Wit- 
nessed in a great cathedral, Roman 
Catholic worship appeals as much to 
the senses as any spectacle on the 
stage of the Roxy Theater in New 
York. Hollywood, for instance, could 
never outdo the spectacle that millions 
of enthralled Americans saw on the 
screen when the news reels reproduced 
the ceremonies in Rome in February, 
1946, at which Pope Pius XII created 
thirty-two new cardinals. Though the 
total effect of such ritualistic displays 
is often repulsive to reflective minds, 
no one can witness them and not be 
in some way attracted by the seeming 
union of the human and the divine. 
What spiritually sensitive souls most 
condemn has the greatest attraction 
for the great mass of people who, 
though without interest in religion as 
such, are moved by sensuous, spectac- 
ular religious displays and mystifying 
symbolism. 


The apparent oneness of Roman 
Catholicism also produces awe and 
respect among the unthinking masses. 
The efficiency of its organization is 
equalled only by the traditional mil- 
itary discipline of the Imperial Ger- 
man Army. The outsider sees only 
this apparent monolithic structure 
with the pope at its head, with one 
will ruling its hierarchy through scar- 
let-robed cardinals, bishops, priests, 
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the religious orders, and an unpaid, 
obedient and self-sacrificing army of 
nuns, all the way down to the lay peo- 


Hollywood was never like this .. . 
Picture is of Archbishop Cushing of Boston 
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ple at the bottom of the pyramid. 
They see it as an institution circling 
the globe, an organization that pos- 
sesses the accumulated wisdom of 
many centuries. 


They know of the Latin language 
that serves as a common bond among 
its officers the world over; they hear 
of the “power of the keys” that con- 
fers a sort of omnipotence upon its 
rulers, of the power of its priests to 
forgive sins in confession. Even the 
celibacy of its priests, though doubted 
by many, makes them stand out 
among other men as creatures of a 
different order. The self-sacrificing 
lives of its nuns and sisters—138,000 
of them in the United States alone— 
the quiet devotion as well as the rest- 
less activity displayed by the Catholic 
Church in every walk of life today, its 
many benevolent institutions, the pic- 
tures in our newspapers of priests 
rushing dramatically into burning 
buildings, or to the blood-stained vic- 
tims of automobile and other disasters, 
to administer those mysterious “last 
rites” that they alone are believed to 
be able to offer, all these tangible and 
realistic factors, if they do not allure 
the non-religious, non-Catholic masses, 
arouse in them a sense of admiration, 
even though grudgingly given, that is 
not supplied to them by any other re- 
ligion but the Roman Catholic. 


Americans, professing to detest Fas- 
cism and Nazism, easily tend to lose 
themselves in admiration of a Fascist, 
totalitarian Church. 


CATHOLICISM’S MORAL CODE 


A religion’s moral code may seem 
to have little direct: connection with 
politics and social affairs, especially to 
the seventy million unchurched Amer- 
icans who would be the first to scorn 
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TRANGE BUT TRU 


S774) FACTS BUT LITTLE KNOWN 


THE LOFTY PRETENSIONS 
of the pope to “hold upon this 
earth the place of God Al- 
mighty” (Leo XIII) and to be 
above all kings, governments, 
etc., is symbolized in the 
gaudy flashiness of his three- 
story top-piece. We reproduce 
the sketch at the right from 
an official diocesan paper, 








the idea that their daily lives are 
affected to any great extent by what 
a Church may decree beyond the sim- 
ple ethics of natural law and the Ten 
Commandments. Yet it is the acqui- 
escence of these seventy million un- 
churched Americans, plus many more 
millions of indifferent Protestants, in 
the Catholic Church’s ordering of the 
affairs of their daily lives that forms 
the foundation of that Church’s sys- 
tem of power. Not only do these mil- 
lions of non-Catholics silently acqui- 
esce in what the Catholic Church de- 
crees and plans for them in cultural 
and social matters, but they also lend 
their active cooperation and support 
to them. Certainly, the feeble sup- 
port and cooperation of the Catholic 
Church’s own meagre 16 per cent 
alone, of the total population of the 
United States, would never be suffi- 
cient to sustain its increasing control 
of America’s cultural and moral stan- 
dards. The small section of Protes- 


tants who actively oppose that in- 
fluence is swamped between the two. 

The culture and moral influence of 
the Catholic Church in America can 
be seen from many clear examples 
that happen almost every day. One 
such example occurred last October in 
Steubenville, Ohio. Everyone there 
admitted that drunkenness, gambling 
and prostitution were rampant and 
that the city badly needed ‘cleaning 
up.’ A group of Protestant ministers 
tackled the job prepared, as news- 
paper reports told, to arm themselves 
with guns, if necessary, to accomplish 
it. The Roman Catholic Bishop, John 
King Musio, however, openly op- 
posed the cleanup, and issued a pas- 
toral letter to be read in all his 
churches last December 1, condemn- 
ing the campaign of the Protestant 
ministers. Calling these Protestant 
ministers “narrow little people,’ Bish- 
op Musio declared that, “Drinking 
and gambling are not sinful in them- 
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selves,’ according to the New York 
Times of November 28, and indicated 
that prostitution was something that 
cannot be eliminated. He then pro- 
ceeded to lecture the Protestant min- 
isters on the proper interpretation of 
the Christian moral code as follows: 
“These so-called leaders simply do not 
know the moral structure of Christian- 


| ity. As a result they make themselves 
| pitiable objeats in a community.” 
' Judge William A. Downer backed up 


the bishop and condemned the Pro- 


» testant ministers as “fanatics insistent 


upon senseless arrests.” 


What is the immediate and practi- 
cal effect of such an official pro- 
nouncement of a Roman Catholic 
bishop? He makes clear the Catholic 
Church’s favorable attitude toward 
what vitally concerns the politicians 
and the liquor interests—two of the 
most powerful forces in American life. 
Sixty billion dollars have been spent 
on “legal” liquor in the United States 
since repeal, which is equal to about 
five billion dollars a year. How many 
billions are spent on gambling each 
year can only be guessed at, and pros- 
titution, which accompanies both, is 
in itself a profitable business at all 
times. New York City policemen, for 
instance, demand such _ exorbitant 
“rake-offs” from the city’s many thou- 
sands of illegal bookies that, “three 
hundred of the city’s biggest bookies,” 
according to the N. Y. Daily News 
of last February 7, actually “shut 
down their telephone services and 
went on strike—against the exorbitant 
shakedowns by police officials.” How 
lucrative this illegal gambling is may 
be judged from the fact that these 
three hundred of the biggest bookies 
in New York went on strike because 
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the “payoff” to the police for each of 
them had risen to as much as $1,500 
a month. The percentage of Roman 
Catholics among the rank and file of 
New York City’s police force is 62.8%, 
and 80% in the higher brackets, al- 
though Roman Catholics number only 
about 21% of the total population of 
New York City. 


GAMBLING, DRINKING 
AND PROSTITUTION 


The three things that appeal most 
to the weakness of human nature, 
and that bring large profits to those 
who control them, are gambling, 
drinking and prostitution. Protestants 
are regarded as “blue-noses,” “kill- 
joys” and advocates of “antiseptic 
Christianity,” because they are op- 
posed even to a limited indulgence in 
them. In a large city of Australia, as 
reported in the Christian Century of 
last November 27, its Roman Catholic 
mayor, backed by the liquor interests, 
has been loudly agitating for “bright- 
er Sundays,” by opening the saloons 
and in general changing the Protestant 
“funereal aspect” of the Lord’s Day 
into one of joy and merriment. But 
it so happens that this city has as 
chief commissioner of police a Scots- 
man and Presbyterian elder who has, 
so far, successfully opposed the mayor. 
“Brightness depends upon the mental 
and spiritual outlook of the indi- 
vidual,” he says. “Personally, I en- 
deavor to apply Sunday to the pur- 
pose for which it was set aside, and 
I do not find it lacking in brightness.” 


If Protestants had their way and 
were able to succeed in eliminating 
all three of these vices, it would cut 
down America’s yearly spending bill, 
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for liquor alone, by approximately five 
billion dollars—which is greater than 
the total U. S. Budget in any year 
from 1932 to 1939. Most Americans 
would consider this bad for business, 
and therefore most Americans can be 
counted as in favor of Bishop Musio’s 
Catholic interpretation of the Chris- 
tian moral code: that drinking and 
gambling are not sinful in themselves 
and prostitution is something that can 
never be entirely prevented anyway. 
The Catholic Church holds that only 
the “excess” of these is sinful. And 
who is to say at what point they be- 
comie excessive? Only the Roman 
Catholic theologians. The priest in 
confession, and in public life, decides 
when a man or woman is drunk, and 
how much may be spent on gambling 
without committing sin. And even if 
one is judged guilty, he can be ab- 
solved till he again exceeds what is 
allowed and again be forgiven. 


The Roman Catholic priest, there- 
fore, either on the screen or in real 
life, is hailed by the ordinary non- 
Catholic American as a ‘regular guy,’ 
representing a Church that is realistic 
and ‘human’ in its approach to life 
and human nature. Protestant min- 
isters are ‘sour’ and puritanical, and 
life would be a dull place for everyone 
if they had their way. Do you won- 
der then, why the coffers of the Cath- 
olic Church are generously filled by 
large contributions from business cor- 
porations, from politicians and their 
friends? Why multi-million-dollar 
drives for Catholic charities, Catholic 
orphanages, hospitals, schools and 
such like are put over so easily? Why 
such ‘human interest’ movies as Going 
My Way, The Bells of St. Mary’s, and 
many others that portray Catholic 
priests and their activities, are re- 
ceived with acclaim and delight, not 
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merely by Roman Catholics but, more 
so and in far greater numbers, by the 
great mass of unchurched Americans 
who would scorn the idea that the 
Catholic Church teaches the only right 
religion? 


Robbery and theft are the most fre- 
quent of all crimes, especially among 
yeung people. Protestants hold that 
all thieving is sinful, no matter what 
amount is stolen. Not so the Cath- 
olic Church. Official Roman Catholic 
textbooks list “reasons that excuse 


from theft,’ and with two of these § 


“reasons” many American non-Cath- 
olics would be inclined to agree. 
One is if you are in extreme ne 
cessity and you rob someone of 
what you need without impoverish- 
ing him. (This could justly be ex- 
tended to someone who needed an 
automobile very badly and stole one 
from a neighbor who had two and 


WHEN IS IT NO SIN 
TO STEAL? 


i bs tn tee ee 
Roman Catholic catechism giving 
that excuse from theft. 
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SUM FOR GRAVE THEFT 


Question: What would be regarded nowadays as the absolute 
sum for grave theft in the United States? 

Answer: By the absolute sum for grave theft is meant that 
amount of money, the stealing of which constitutes a mortal 
sin, irrespective of the financial status of the individual or corpor- 
ation from whom it is taken, however wealthy they may be. 
Naturally this sum varies with the fluctuation of the value, or 
the purchasing power, of money. In a large country like ours 
it is quite possible that this sum might be different in different 
sections. To lay down a general norm, in view of actual condi- 
tions and the value of money, it would seem that the absolute 
sum for grave theft would be about $40. 

Francis J. ConNELL, C.SS.R. 
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This amount is fixed (for the United 
States) at anything less than $40.00. 
It follows, therefore, that to steal 
$39.00 is only a ‘venial’ sin, which 
there is no need to confess or to be 
sorry for in confession; and it is a 
principle of Catholic moral theology 
that no amount of venial sins will 
make one mortal sin. In his report 


for 1942 on juvenile delinquency, the 
New York State Commissioner of 
Correction states (p. 112): “Stealing 
4s the reason for court appearances of 
the largest group among boys, 4,307 
or 53.7 per cent having been referred 
for stealing in some form.” 


POLITICAL POWER 


It would take too long to recount 
the many other ways in which Ameri- 
can life is influenced and controlled 
by the Roman Catholic Church, either 
through the silent acquiescence or 
open support of those not belonging 
to its membership. Former Secretary 
of State James F. Byrnes would be 
President today if President Roose- 
velt did not decide to reject him as 
candidate for Vice President at the 
1944 Democratic National Convention 
solely because he was born a Roman 
Catholic and became a Protestant in 
later life. Not only in domestic af- 
fairs—education, the public press, 
local and national politics—does the 
Roman Catholic Church set the pat- 
tern for the lives of most Americans, 
but in this country’s foreign affairs 
and international negotiations also, 
the Roman Catholic Church is always 
a factor to be reckoned with. A United 
States Ambassador to the Vatican was 
deemed so vital to our national safety 
during the war that President Roose- 
velt risked much to appoint one, if not 
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de jure at least de facto. And Presi- 
dent Truman has been hard put to 
find excuses to explain Myron C, 
Taylor’s continued presence at the 
Vatican despite the war’s end and the 
signing of peace with Italy. Every 
foot of worthwhile movie film seen by 
the American public is first passed 
upon by sixteen Roman Catholic 
priests in a building close to Cardinal 
Spellman’s residence on Madison Ave 
nue in New York. Most editors of 
popular magazines consider it safer to 
send advance copies of their publica. 
tions to the scrutinizers of Bishop 
Noll’s N.O.D.L. (“National Organi- 
zation for Decent Literature’) in 
Washington, D. C., for a clean bill of 
health. 


‘ANTISEPTIC CHRISTIANITY’ 


Protestants are opposed to this in- 


terpretation of Christianity’s moral 
code by the Roman Catholic Church, 


since it results in a kind of ‘concertina | 
ethics,’ that can be stretched back and F 


forth at will so as to be in tune with 
whatever pleases the profiteers in the 
drinking, gambling, and other rackets. 
They would end this expedient stretch- 
ing of the Ten Commandments and its 
baneful effects on the moral life of 
American communities if they had the 
support of their seventy million un 


churched, non-Catholic fellow Ameri- | 


cans. 


But who wants to side with the 
Protestants? They are looked upon 
as a dull, drab lot, who consider it a 
sin to take a drink or a chance on a 
horse or to play a harmless game of 
bingo or poker. The term, “antiseptic 
Christians,” which the Roman Catho- 
lic Church has coined for them, is ac- 
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' cepted by that vast majority of plea- 
| sure-seeking people who agree with the 


Roman Catholic Church that Protest- 
ants are ‘blue-noses’ who would take 
all the joy out of life and living if 
they had their way. Protestants don’t 
even give a fellow another chance to 
be redeemed after he dies, for they 
teach that there are only two choices 
for the next life—either heaven or hell. 


They condemn that most human and 


attractive (though extremely painful) 
of all places—purgatory—where a sin- 


| ner can be purged (for a price) of all 


the left-overs from a sinful but tolerant 















Protestant leaders. 


THE PROTESTANT FAITH 


IN THE PRESENT PROTESTANT-CATHOLIC situation every minister and layman 
should read this brief, clear 40 page pamphlet. Highly commended by distinguished 


25c. a copy — ORDER FROM 
YOUR RELIGIOUS BOOKSTORE OR FROM THE AUTHOR 
THE REV. GEORGE A. CRAPULLO - 73-60-194 St., Flushing, N. Y. 


and happy life on earth. Protestant 
moral teaching is also bad for busi- 
ness. Strikes are bad enough, the 
harassed businessman today will say, 
but why risk Catholic boycott into the 
bargain? 

But it so happens that this Protest- 
ant “antiseptic Christianity” is the 
only true Christianity, and the little of 
it that is practised seems to be the only 
moral sheet-anchor of our American 
life today. If you don’t agree with it 
you can’t complain too much about 
Roman Catholic control of American 
life and institutions. 
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WE ARE COMPLIMENTED 


"THE ROMAN CATHOLIC maga- 

zine, The Priest, a monthly pub- 
lished exclusively for priests and sem- 
inarians, pays us quite a compliment 
in its issue for January, 1947. Under 
the title “Ex-Priests’ Loving Ap- 
proach to the Church,” it comments 
as follows: 


“The Introduction for this work (the 
booklet ‘Methods of Witnessing to Roman 
Catholics’) is written by Leo H. Lehmann, 
an ex-priest who is now director of 
Curist’s Mission, New York City, and 
also the editor of THB CoNvERTED CATH- 
otic Macazing. The effect of this anti- 
Catholic crusade must not be taken too 
lightly, because that anti-Catholic perio- 
dical now reaches more than 5,000 Protest- 
ant ministers, and funds are being sought 
to increase the number to 10,000.” (THE 
ConverRTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE now goes 
to more than 10,000 Protestant ministers 
alone.) 


Continuing, it seems to express 
alarm at our “loving, curative ap- 
proach” to our former Catholic peo- 
ple, as follows: 


“Ex-priest Lehmann, in his Introduction 
to the pamphlet under consideration writes: 
‘We at Curist’s Mission, which has aided 
hundreds of Roman Catholic priests into 
the light of Evangelical Christianity, real- 
ize the need of a loving, curative approach 
to all who have been filled from childhood 
with the poisoned teaching of the Church 
of Rome.’ ” 


Roman Catholic leaders welcome 
rather than fear a ‘below-the-belt,’ 
salacious and sensational attack by 
Protestants and ex-priests against 
Catholic priests and people, since all 
such attacks in the past have only 
gained favorable publicity and sym- 
pathy for the Catholic Church from 
the great masses of ordinary, Ameri- 
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cans. The “loving, curative method” 
employed by us at CHRIST’S MISSION 
toward the Roman Catholic people is 
therefore quite alarming to the hier- 
archy because it is aimed to help, not 
hurt the Roman Catholic people. And 
why should we ex-priests want to hurt 
them, since they are our own people! 
This issue of The Priest quotes us fur- 
ther on the point in its warning against 
our method, as follows: 


“Listen to this observation made by Leb 
mann ‘It stresses the necessary distinction 
between the well-meaning Catholic people, 
who must not be blamed for their ignor. 
ance and intolerance of Evangelical teach. 
ing and their leaders, the priests and 
bishops, who alone must bear the respon 
sibility and blame for the sad lack of the 
knowledge of Christ as Saviour among the 
masses of the Catholic people.’ ” 


There is no doubt about this, and 
the priests and bishops of the Catho- 
lic Church know it as well as we do. 


But since they, inside the Church, will 
do nothing to remedy the matter, we 
ex-priests outside it are determined to j 
do it for, and even in spite of them. 
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IS THERESA NEUMANN 
DEMON-POSSESSED? 


A NEW YORK pastor, who spent 

years as a missionary in foreign 
lands, contributes the following as a 
possible explanation of the ‘ecstasies’ 
and bleedings in the body of Theresa 
Neumann as set forth in the article 
about her in our issue for January of 
this year: 


“Last October and November we were 
called to the home of another pastor not 
far from New York. He and his wife 
had been having difficulty for some time 9 
with a young woman who frequently called LUTHER Ss LIFE 
to see them and was in deep spiritual trou- By I. B. STOLEE 
ble. She had been connected with the lal diana 
spititists some years previously. It devel- Based on O. Nilsen’s “Luther’s Life 
oped after a little observation that she was i 


definitely demon-possessed. I have seen An informally written biography 
more or less of this trouble both in the 


iall f 
ide it ad i es es to tO ee eae tae 
have, however, never seen a similar case. young ss “ ? ae - 
About thity demens were expelled fem events of his life, it gives a better 
her. After much prayer and the exercise understanding of the Reformation 
of Divine authority she is now completely and shows how pure doctrine was 
free and seems at liberty in spirit and restored to the church. Numerous 
mind. illustrations. Page size 8% x 11. 

“In reading your article, I noticed the CLOTH, . . . $2.50 
statement (by medical men) that Miss 
Neumann would ‘whine’ at times. Strange PAPER, . . . $1.50 
as it may seem, every one of the above- cs 
mentioned demons in a similar manner At your bookstore or from 
whined noticeably before finally departing. +4: 
Your statement attracted my attention im- Augsburg Publishing House 
mediately and brought to my mind, and to Minneapolis 15, Minnesota 
that of my wife, the suggestion that this 
so-called saint is under demoniacal power. 

“I do not feel that this is too harsh a THE FAIVRE ANNOTATED 
conclusion. Her condition is not glorify- NEW TESTAMENT 
ing to God in any way. She has appar Sovkers, especially thove dealing with a 
pany Aeon whrscnegpacall tty~aleaenenpa. ROMAN CATHOLICS 
to the superstitious people about her, and Senthil Geen 
this is thoroughly characteristic of demon- Bound Copies : 


ism. Demons constantly seek and desire Alice Fontannaz, Desk CC 
the worship of man.” 506 Oakdale Ave., Chicago 14, Ill. 


sess 
TL STARR ALISA SESSA See 
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THE PASSING SHOW 





@ THE PITEOUS APPEAL of Protestants 
in Spain to their fellow-Protestants through- 
out the world for help in securing some 
measure of religious liberty (see p. 95 of our 
issue for March), was issued September 4, 
1946, but was withheld three and a half 
months before being released for publication 
by the Associated Press. Then it was almost 
unanimously suppressed by the large news- 
papers in the United States; only two news- 
papers in the United States, to our knowl- 
edge, gave space to it. One was the Detroit 
News, and the other the Newark News of 
last December 21, from which we copied it. 


















@ HENRY KOSLOW, pastor of the First 
Baptist Church in Helena, Mont., sent to the 
‘Christian Century’ a 50c. ticket, which “en- 
titles the bearer to one undivided share in 
one case (12 quarts) of bottled whiskey” to 
be given away in a raffle conducted by St. 
Bartholomew’s Roman Catholic Church in 
White Sulphur Springs, Mont. This raffle 
is an annual affair and nets the church around 
$3,000. 









@ REV. GEORGE P. HOWARD, a Metho- 
dist minister and author, born in Argentina, 
describes the Péron regime in an article “To- 
talitarian Argentina,’ in the Jan. 27 issue of 
the Christian Century as “nationalistic, mili- 
taristic and Roman Catholic.” When a new 
cardinal was named for Argentina last year, 
he reports, Péron’s Minister of War cabled 
Pope Pius XII as follows: “Humbly pros- 
trate before your Holiness, in the name of 
the Argentine army, we express our sincere 
joy at the recent appointment . . . I implore 
your apostolic benediction and kiss the feet 
of your Holiness.” 
















@ACADEMIC FREEDOM has disappeared 
in the universities of Argentina under Peron’s 
Fascist regime, according to a lengthy report 
in the N. Y. ‘Times’ of last January 24. 
Hundreds of professors have been dismissed 
and some threatened with physical violence 
for refusal to alter their courses to suit Pres- 
ident Peron’s taste. : 
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@AL CAPONE, notorious gangster and 
crime leader of the prohibition era, died in 
Miami last January 25 fortified by the 
rites of the Roman Catholic Church adminis- 
tered by Msgr. William Barry. Styling him “a 
slack-jawed paretic overcome by social dis- 
ease and paralytic,” the N. Y. ‘Times’ report 
said of him: “Head of the cruelest cutthroats 
in American history, he inspired gang wars 
in which more than 300 men died by the 
knife, the shot-gun, the tommy gun and the 
pineapple, the gangster adaptation of the 
World War I hand grenade.” 


@ FRANKENMUTH, Mich., a village where 
95% of the population of 1,300 are members 
of the Lutheran Church, has never had a 
crime of violence in the 102 years of its his 
tory, according to the Christmas issue of the 
‘Chicago Tribune.’ For the past 25 years 
no one has been put in jail, no one in the 
community was on relief during the de 
pression, and the town has always been the 
first to report all its taxes paid in full. 


@ THE VATICAN, according to a report 
from Rome in the N. Y. Times of last Jan. 
23, is claiming 170,000,000 lire ($1,700,000) 
from the Allies for damage to the Pope's 
property at Castel Gandolfo, which suffered 
when our American and Allied Armies were 
chasing Hitler’s and Mussolini’s troops through 
Rome and out of Italy. 


@ FATHER GIOVANNI MINOZZI has 
been sent to this country, “with the special 
blessing of Pope Pius XII,” to collect $1,000, 
000 to repair war-damaged orphanages in 
Italy, according to the N. Y. Times of last 
February 1. 


@ THE RUSSIAN Orthodox Church in the 
United States has renewed its ties with the 
Patriarchal Church in the Soviet Union. The 
split ‘between them occurred in 1924 when 
the American Church decided to govern it- 
self. In his cablegram from Moscow accept: 
ing the demands of the General Council of 
the American Church for complete automony 
in its government and administration, Patri- 
arch Alexei declared the suspension of the 
American Church lifted, and that “from 
now on, our spiritual and prayerful commun- 
ion is reinstated.” A new constitution of the 
American church “on democratic lines” is 
being drafted by the Sobor in Cleveland. 
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@A TOP-FLIGHT ARRAY of movie stars 
from Hollywood—all Roman Catholics—have 
signed up for a special coast-to-coast radio 
program every Monday night at 10:00 P. M. 
They will dramatize the Catholic devotion 
of the rosary. They include: Loretta Young, 
James Stewart, Don Ameche, Gregory Peck, 
Bing Crosby, Charles Boyer, Irene Dunne, 
Pat O’Brien, Ruth Hussey, William Gargan, 
Joe E. Brown, Charles Bickford, Jeanne 
Crain, Dennis Day, Fibber McGee and Molly, 
Barry Fitzgerald and Frank McHugh. 


@FRITZ THYSSEN, German Catholic in- 
dustrial magnate who confessed helping Hit- 
ler to power in his book, “I Paid Hitler,” 
was released from United States custody last 
February 9 following a decision not to try 


him before a war crimes court. 


@AUSTRIAN Bishop Fliesser broadcast 
over the Vatican radio, according to the 
London Catholic Tablet of last Nov. 16, that 
the Catholic Church is insisting on the resti- 
tution of all its church properties in Austria. 
“The Church,” he declared, “cannot fulfill 
her high cultural mission if she is not in safe 
possession of her property,” and “could not 
accept proposals for its nationalization.” 


@THE YUGOSLAV GOVERNMENT has 
continued to accuse the Vatican of harboring 
and aiding the escape to South America of 
Yugoslav war criminals. Among them is 
Ante Pavelitch, head of the murderous 
Ustashi to which so many Catholic priests 
and monks belonged. One note to the Vati- 
can, according to the N. Y. Times of Feb- 
tuary 1, “demanded the return of five notor- 
ious Yugoslav war criminals who, according 
to information from the Foreign Office of 
Britain, are located in Vatican territory.” 
A second note accused the Vatican’s ‘Com- 
missione di Assistenza Pontificia’ of giving 
money and visas to Yugoslav war criminals 
to help them escape, from Genoa on Dec. 29 
and from Naples on Dec. 30, to South 
America. 


GERMANS collectively were not guilty of 
war crimes, Cardinal Joseph Frings, Arch- 
bishop of Cologne, declared in a New 
Year’s Eve broadcast, according to the ‘Irish 


Times’ (Dublin) of last Jan. 2. “Only an 
individual can become guilty of a crime, but 
not a whoie community,” he said. 
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@ FOUR “illegitimate” and two “non-exis- 
tent” Popes have been dropped from the 
official lists of Popes hitherto published by 
the Roman Catholic Church. The new ‘An- 
nuario Pontificio’ for 1947 has thrown out 
Pope Anacletus and Pope Donus II. The 
four discovered to have been “illegitimate” 
are St. Felice II (A.D. 353 to 365); Alexan- 
der V (1409 to 1410); Boniface VII, and 
John XXII, or XXIII or XXIV. Whether 
this Pope John was one or three is not made 
clear by Msgr. Angelo Mercati, the editor. 
Four others were stripped of sainthood: 
Liberius (352-66), Anastasius II (496-98), 
Stephen III (752-57), and Stephen V (816- 
17). Maybe Peter will someday be admitted 
also to have been a “non-existent” Pope— 
which would be the truth! 


@METHODIST membership in the United 
States increased by 1,021,210 in the year 1946, 
according to Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam of 
New York area and secretary of the Council 
of Bishops of the Methodist Church. Accord- 
ing to the N. Y. Times of last March 5, Bishop 
Oxnam declared that this was “the greatest 
gain in any church in any year in the history 
of this country.” Total U. S. membership is 
now 8,430,146. Total amount spent by 
Methodists for church purposes in 1946 was 
$150,000,000. It must be remembered that 
Protestant denominations count in their census 
only members over 13 years of age who are in 
active communion. The Roman Catholic 
Church counts in its census all baptized Cath- 
olics, including infants, and forbids its priests 
to publish any financial figures. 


@ FURTHER CONCESSIONS to the Cath- 
olic Church have been made by the framers 
of Italy’s new constitution. Despite oppo- 
sition by the Socialist, Communist and Ac- 
tion party members, the Constitutional Com- 
mittee first voted to make the Mussolini-Vati- 
can Concordat of 1929 the basis of Church- 
State relations in the new Italy; this commit- 
tee has also voted to allow Italy’s aristocratic 
families to retain their titles of nobility and, 
by a vote of 29 to 26 last Jan. 15, approved 
an article for the new constitution making 
divorce illegal. “The Vatican,” according 
to a Rome dispatch in the N. Y. Times of 
Jan. 17, “is ready to give battle politically to 
oppose any measure that it feels might harm 
the interests of religion,” and has the support 
of the Christian Democratic, the Liberal and 
Qualunquist (Giannini’s pro-Fascist ‘Common 
Man’) party members. 
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@ARCHBISHOP STEPINAC, who was 
condemned by a Yugoslav court to 16 years’ 
hard labor last October, has been released 
from prison and given quarters in a hotel. 


@CATHOLICS in Brazil have been warned 
by Cardinal Mota and his bishops not to 
help in the building of “synagogues, mos- 
ques, Protestant churches or spiritualist tem- 
ples, or cooperate in any social welfare pro- 
jects promoted by those institutions,” ac- 
cording to the Christian Century of last 
January 22. Priests were also ordered to 
establish in every parish a branch of the 
‘Catholic Electoral League.’ 


@ ANOTHER Roman Catholic priest, Fa- 
ther Stefanski, has been condemned to death 
by a military court in Warsaw for ‘Fascist 
terrorism,’ according to the London Catholic 
‘Tablet’ of last Jan. 4. The other priest is 
Father Jarkiewicz, but it is not yet known if 
the death sentences have been carried out. 


®@CONGRATULATIONS to Rev. Dr. T. 
T. Shields and all at Jarvis Street Church 
in Toronto who have been enabled to pay 
off the last $5,000 indebtedness on their 
Church. Jarvis Street Church has long been 
an impregnable fortress of Evangelical 
strength and its pulpit a fearless mouthpiece 
of the truth against the pretensions of the 
Roman Catholic Church. Prosit! 


CHRIST'S MISSION NOTES 


INCE SEPTEMBER, Sunday 

meetings have been held regularly 
in the auditorium at 229 West 48th 
Street, under the direction of Rev. A. 
Caliandro. Among the speakers have 
been many converted priests, Protest- 
ant ministers who were formerly 
Roman Catholics, church leaders, reli- 
gious and social workers. An open 
forum at the end of each meeting af- 
fords opportunity for discussion of 
the vital questions presented at these 
meetings. . 
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Groups from churches in Long 
Island, New Jersey, and even Pennsyl- 
vania, attend these meetings from 
time to time, and much interest is dis- 
played in our main topic of the aims 
and activities of Roman Catholicism 
in Protestant America. The positive 
preaching of the saving power of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ is made the 
basis of all discussions. 






































The demand is for the spread of our n 
work to other cities and other lands, | but | 
Of particular interest right now is | by 1 
Italy, and Rev. Caliandro, a native of | fully 
that country and a former Roman | simil 
Catholic layman, is planning a visit } ical 
there this summer to encourage ex- | pret: 
priests in the preaching of the Gospel § docu 
to their former Roman Catholic peo- § and 
ple. The time would seem ripe now } tive, 
to win Italy to Christ, and thus avoid } priz 
a turning of Italians in disgust from § mat 
Roman Catholicism to atheism. It P 
has been reported that in several W¥ tory 
towns and cities of Tuscany, ex- J pag! 
priests are already preaching the Gos- | ever 
pel and publishing periodicals and {  reog 
tracts, and that broadcasts of Gospel | put 
messages are now allowed over Italy’s | ior 
three main radio stations. gla: 

Mr. Caliandro is relinquishing his | tim 
summer work to make this trip and sir 
an appeal is being made to our friends | mir 
to help defray his expenses. We re | of 1 
commend this project to your prayer- the 
ful consideration. Prayer is especially | has 
requested that many former priests in | red 
Italy may rise above the current wave the 
of ridicule and abuse of the Pope and | are 
the Catholic Church; that they may firs 
be truly converted and used to the at 
glory of God. Prayer is needed for the con 
work of the evangelization of the ¥# to 
Italian people, and that the people — all 
of Rome itself may be known once on 
again as possessing a faith which “is all 






spoken of throughout the whole world” 
(Rom. 1:8). 
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WITNESSES FOR THE MILLENNIUM 
WITHIN THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 


Book Review 


By L. H. LEHMANN 


THE PROPHETIC FAITH OF OUR FATHERS, by LeRoy Edwin Froom. Vol. III; The 
Historical Record of Prophetic Development; 802 pp., illustrated. Review and Herald Pub- 


lishing Co.; Price $4. 


IS IMPRESSIVE volume seeks 
not to dogmatize about prophecy, 
but rather to record objectively, and 
by means of literally thousands of 
fully authenticated references, fac- 
similes and priceless charts, the histor- 
ical development of prophetic inter- 
pretation. It is such a thoroughly 
documented work, so magnificently 
and munificently done in the objec- 
tive, factual manner, that it will be 
prized by all students of prophecy, no 
matter to what school they belong. 
Prophecy is God’s record of the his- 


tory of all time, appearing to us as 
past and future, but to Him as the 
ever-continuing, eternal present. This 
record is set down for us in the Bible, 
but to our finite, human comprehen- 
sion can be read only as “through a 
glass darkly,” and in terms of earthly 


time and events. It is comparatively 
simple, however, even for our finite 
minds, to see clearly the main sweep 
of the centuries from the beginning to 
the end of all time within which God 
has planned the work of creation and 
redemption. The high plateaus along 
that broad way traced out by God 
are: man’s creation, his fall, Christ’s 
first coming in the flesh in lowly form 
at His incarnation, and His second 
coming in glory and majesty, not only 
to pronounce definite sentence upon 
all the sons of Adam, but also to reign 
on this earth and be acknowledged by 
all the nations as sovereign Lord. 

It is what God has traced along the 
dark valleys in between those peaks 


that mystifies us, and which has 
caused widely differing opinions and 
dogmatic pronouncements among 
Christian teachers. And it is especi- 
ally what is happening in the dark 
valley we are now traversing, between 
the first and second coming of Christ, 
that has caused most differences of 
opinion and belief. And as usual in 
theological and Biblical conflicts, each 
one insists dogmatically, and even 
with violence, upon that interpreta- 
tion most profitable and advantageous 
to the particular group to which he 
belongs. 


It was clearly to the interest and 
profit of the Roman priesthood, for in- 
stance, to dogmatize the belief that 
Christ should reign through the 
Church of Rome as the Kingdom of 
God on earth, thus establishing its 
recognition as the supreme governing 
power over all other institutions of the 
world. As early as the fourth cen- 
tury, therefore, under Pope Damasus 
I, the Church of Rome anathematized 
the teaching of millenarianism, al- 
though it had been steadfastly ad- 
hered to by the fathers of the first 
four centuries. Augustine lent his 
authority to the new Roman view- 
point, and from then onward—until 
the supremacy of Rome was demol- 
ished by the Protestant Reformation 
—it was necessary to believe that 
Satan was bound by the first coming 
of Christ, that the millennium began 
either then or at the time of Con- 
stantine when the Church of Rome 
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merged with and eventually supplant- 
ed the civil power of the Roman Em- 
pire. It was added that the Anti- 
christ would appear at the end of the 
world, in the form of a Jew, of the 
tribe of Dan in Babylon, and would 
rule the world for a time but be finally 
destroyed by Christ who would ap- 
pear momentarily “in the clouds of 
heaven,” to judge the living and the 
dead in the ‘Valley of Josaphat.’ 


This is the apocalyptic teaching 
that must be believed in the Roman 
Catholic Church today. But, as in 
other matters of Christian belief, 
there have been rebellious individuals 
and groups within the Roman Church 
who have dared to believe otherwise. 
Luther and other leaders of the 
Reformation were very definite in de- 
nying this expedient teaching of the 
Church of Rome regarding the second 
coming of Christ. They turned back 
to the teachings of the early Church 
concerning the pre-millennial appear- 
ance of Christ in glory and majesty, 
and boldly proclaimed the Papacy as 
the Antichrist, in the sense that it 
is the power or “moral body” that 
dissolves the faith of the Christian 
Church and which will be destroyed 
at the second coming of Christ—the 
“mystery of iniquity” existing along- 
side of the mystical body of Christ. 
Much of the spiritual vigor and suc- 
cess of the early Protestants was due 
to this conviction about the millen- 
nium, and the Church of Rome as the 
Antichrist existing simultaneously 
with Christ in this world and cor- 
rupting and dissolving the faith of the 
true Church. 


This volume of Dr. Froom’s is lim- 
ited to the prophetic interpretation of 
Christ’s second coming during our 
Colonial and early American period, 
and the corresponding period in the 
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ing, and who condemned the concepi§ Chu 
dogmatized into Christian history stres 
the Church of Rome was the onli the 





Kingdom of God on earth, and thai 
the medieval Church was the only 
millennium that man can expect ip 
this world. 


What interests me most is the fact, 
surprising though it be to many, that 
some of the most outstanding of thes 
witnesses were Roman Cathoke 
priests of high spiritual calibre and 
admittedly learned men. Here again 
we have proof that within the very 
corrupt body of the Roman Catholic 
Church have always been found those 
ready to lead their people out of it into 
the light of Evangelical truth. 


It was a Jesuit priest—Francesco 
Ribera—in 1585 who stemmed the 
Protestant Reformation by his inno- 
vation of the Futurist view of the 
prophecies concerning Antichrist. It 
was another Jesuit—Manuel Lacunza 
—at the turn of the 19th century who, 
from the very shadows of the Vatican, 
sounded again the true prophetic 
warning and appeal that had so long 
been silenced by force. His voice, as 
Dr. Froom records, rang out like a 
clarion call and was heard half way 
around the world. To broadcast his 
message, Lacunza had to use a psew- 
donym, “Ben Ezra,” and it is not 
surprising to read that Lacunza’s 
writings were placed on the Index 
of Forbidden Books and that in 1801 
he was found dead on the bank of a 
river which flows near Imola in Italy 
where he lived in retirement. 


Lacunza was followed by a French 
Dominican priest, Pére Lambert, who, 
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Exposition des Predictions et des Pro- 
Mamesses faites a L’Eglise pour les 


stressed the revolutionary view that 
the millennial reign of the saints is 
iB yet to come—to be introduced by the 
second coming of Christ, the destruc- 
tion of Antichrist with his apostate 
Church and Babylon, the resurrection 
of the saints and martyrs. Lambert, 
too, is precise in holding that “a Ro- 
man pope will head the consummated 
apostasy of Gentile Christendom, ex- 
acting divine honors and manifesting 
miraculous powers, and so fulfill the 
predictions of the ‘man of sin, and 
the apocalyptic beast.” 


Of greater interest is the author’s 


Messias, which deeply stirred two 
continents. Appearing first in manu- 
script form in Europe and South 
America, it was printed later in Spain, 
then in England, France, Germany, 
Ireland, and Mexico, in the Latin, 
Spanish, Italian, English, French and 
German languages. That was the 
time when the Jesuit Order was abol- 
ished from the Catholic Church and 
the world by Pope Clement XIV, 
with the result that a greater freedom 
| of speech and press was allowed in 
Catholic countries, such as Spain, 
France, Italy and South America. It 
was when the Jesuits were restored in 
1814, and the Inquisition again be- 
gan to function in those countries, 
that Lacunza’s book was banned and 
Catholics forbidden to read it under 
pain of eternal damnation. 


The full title of Lacunza’s work is: 
‘The Coming of the Messiah in Glory 
and Majesty.” It challenged the in- 


ner heart of Catholic exposition and 
exalted the Bible above dogmatic tra- 
dition. In his introduction, Lacunza 
hit hard against the Roman Church’s 
disregard of the Bible, when he says: 


“I desire and purpose to stir up, and even 
to oblige the priests to shake off the dust 
from their Bibles, inviting them to a new 
study and examination, a new and more 
attentive consideration of that Divine Book, 
which, though the book proper to the 
priesthood, as the instruments of his trade 
are to the artificer, appears in these times 
to have become to not a few of them the 
most useless of all books. What advan- 
tages might we not expect from this new 
study were it possible to re-establish it 
among priests, in themselves qualified, and 
by the Church set apart for masters and 
teachers of the Christian community!” 


MANUEL LACUNZA 


Learned, pious Jesuit priest whose famous 
book, ‘La Venida del Messias,’ was placed on 
the Index of Forbidden Books because it up- 
held the Gospel teaching concerning the 
Second Coming of Christ. 





THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE April, 1947 
ee ee el 


with 


JESUIT LACUNZA’S ‘LA VENIDA,’ PRINTED IN MANY LANDS AND LANGUAGES testi 


Appearing first in manuscript form in Europe and South America, it was later printed in 
Spain (upper right), then in England, France, Germany, Ireland and Mexico, i i 
Spanish, Italian, English, French and German. 
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No wonder that Lacunza’s book 
was condemned to the flames of the In- 
quisition. For he boldly stated the 
result of his years of prayerful study 
of Biblical Prophecy in such a way as 
to knock the props from under the 
Church of Rome. His main argument 
is Christ’s premillennial advent and 
subsequent glorious reign on earth. 
He holds Antichrist to be the contin- 
wing apostasy of the Church, the 
“mystery of iniquity” existing “by 
the side of and along with the mysti- 
cal body of Christ.” It is this con- 
tinuing Antichrist, as the “moral 
body” of corruption that, like acid, 
corrodes the truth of Christ, he holds 
to be the first beast. The second beast 
is the Roman priesthood, becoming 
more corrupt as time goes on and the 
second coming of Christ approaches. 
He says: 


“Yes, my friend, our priesthood; this it is, 
and nothing else, which is here signified, 
and announced for the last times under 
the metaphor of a beast with two horns 
like those of a lamb. Our priesthood, 
which like the good shepherd should de- 
fend the flock of Christ, and for it lay 
down their lives, shall prove in those times 
its greatest scandal and most perilous 


snare.” 


That Lacunza’s work was anathe- 
matized by the Church in Rome 
should surprise no one. What should 
surprise us is the fact that it was re- 
ceived with such acclaim by learned 
and pious men within the Church of 
Rome and in Catholic countries. Fra 
Pablo, a Carmelite monk, wrote a 
“critique” of it for the vicar general 
of his order at Cadiz in 1812, and 
stated he “kept a copy of it constantly 
with him for frequent re-reading;” 
testifying to the author’s profound 
study, he admits that Lacunza’s pre- 
sentation has won his acceptance. 
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This story of Roman Catholic wit- 
nesses who strove to revive within the 
Church of Rome the militant prophetic 
exposition of the Reformation is just 
one in a long list of others in Dr. 
Froom’s monumental work. He shows 
how witnesses, on both sides of the 
Atlantic, were led independently to 
similar conclusions. A swelling chorus 
of voices on three continents and in 
different countries, in the period he 
takes under review, called for urgent 
inquiry and bold proclamation. His 
book is a storehouse of information 
for all students of prophecy and its 
price, in these days of increased pub- 
lishing costs, for a book of such mag- 
nitude and handsome format, should 
be no obstacle to its possession. 
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CHRIST'S SACRIFICE 
“INCOMPLETE” 


JN CASE we are accused of wrongly 

stating that the Roman Catholic 
Church teaches that the sacrifice of 
Christ on the Cross was an insuffi- 
cient and incomplete work, listen to 
what the late Pope Pius XI, in his 
encyclical on the Sacrifice of the Mass 
entitled, Miserentissimus Deus, de- 
clared: 


“We must join together, in the august 
sacrifice of the Blessed Eucharist, the act of 
immolation made by the priest with that of 
the Faithful so that they too, may offer 
themselves up as a living sacrifice, holy and 
pleasing to God (Rom. 12:1). Therefore, 
St. Cyprian dared to affirm that the sacrifice 
of the Lord is not complete as far as our 
sanctification is concerned unless our suffer- 
ings correspond to His passion.” * 


* Quoted from The Priest, a magazine for 
Roman Catholic priests, January, 1947, p. 31. 
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THE EDITOR'S 
MAILBAG 


“OLD MOTHER HARLOT' 


T some devout Roman Cath- 

olics think of their Church may 

be seen from the following extracts 

from a letter of Mrs. A. H., of Pensa- 
cola, Fla.: 


“That evils and abuses exist in the (Cath- 

olic) Church is true, and her great sin is 
inertia in overcoming them. But then, her 
people are inured to them from infancy, and 
while admitting them, are so under the 
pacifying will of the priest that they won’t 
stir to cast them out. 
_ “Oh, what a marvellous old Mother Church 
she would be if, holding on to fundamen- 
tals, she would cleanse herself of the bar- 
nacles covering her! 

“That is why I love your magazine, for 
old Mother Church, suffering from evils 
within, and battered, bruised, and bleeding 
from a million wounds, still holds up her 
proud old head as undaunted as ever—a 
great saint, a great sinner — but always 
proud, too proud to bend, the one institu- 
tion that has endured this changing time.” 


To which we replied: 


“Dear Mrs. H.- 

“For years as a Roman Catholic priest, 
I, too, consoled myself with the phrases that 
you use in your letter concerning ‘old 
Mother Church’—how corrupt, soiled, bat- 
tered, and beaten she is, 99% human, but 
1% divine; yet, holding up her head in 
pride, and boasting that she will last forever! 

“But now I have come to realize as Christ 
Himself asks: ‘Do men gather figs of 
thistles?? ‘By their fruits ye shall know 
them,’ He also told us. I have now turned 
away from this corrupt human institution 
and placed all trust upon Christ, who alone 
is without sin, and work for the develop- 
ment of His true Church, His spotless bride, 
whose position the Church of Rome falsely 


claims. I, too, like you, tried to make 
cuses for this old prostitute Mother Chi 
until, after much anguish and heartac 
was forced to renounce her and embrace 
true Church of Christ as outlined in | 
New Testament. 

“I pray that you, too, may see it in 
light. I am glad that you like our magazi 
For, when all is said and done, even if 
Roman Catholic Church were right, 
would be doing her a service by cali 
upon her to purge herself of the evils 
corruption that are so evidently within h 

Yours in His service,” 
Leo H. LEHMAN 
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THE HUNT FOR HERETICS 


“I see that Notre Dame has establi 
a ‘Medieval Institute’ for the restoration 
the culture of the Middle Ages. So 
hunt for heretics is on again!” 
P. B. Brooklyn, N. YZ 


? ? 7 


THANKS! 


APPRECIATE the followi 

from Rev. Dr. Otis Fuller, pi 

tor of Wealthy Street Baptist Chu 
in Grand Rapids, Mich.: 


“Dear Dr. Lehmann: 

“I just cannot refrain from writing 
telling you how much help and encou 
ment I receive from your magazine, 
Converted Catholic.” 

“It is doing a tremendous piece of 
I feel, in enlightening thousands 
America. Your style and attitude I af 
ciate especially. Without bitterness or 
cor you present the facts. Keep up 
good work. May God bless you.” 

—David Otis F 


7 v 7 
@ Send sample copies of our magazine 


to your friends. We will mail them for 
you — 10 for $1.00 
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The Work of Christ's Mission 


Public Meetings of Worship, Testimonies and Forum, every Sunday 
at 3:30 in the afternoon, in the Auditorium at 229 West 48th Street, 
half a block west of Broadway, New York City 


(Sunday meetings are under the direction of Rev. A. Caliandro) 


*~HRIST’S MISSION was | fore maintains its platform in the 
founded in New York City in | heart of New York City as an 
1879 by Rev. James A. O'Connor, | open forum for the discussion of 
a former Roman Catholic priest. | the vital differences between the 
Having come to the knowledge (| religious and cultural values of 
of true Christian teaching, he de- | Reformation teaching and those of 
termined to make it known to his Roman Catholicism. 
former Catholic brethren. A | It also seeks to enlighten non- 
special feature of his Mission has | Catholics as to Vatican-inspired 
been to help other priests to fol- activities against civil and religi- 
low his example and to enable ous liberty. In treating of this 
them to find positions in life after subject, however, it carefully dis- 
resigning from the Roman priest- tinguishes between (1) the Roman 
hood. In the more than sixty Curia, (2) the hierarchy, and (3) 
years of its existence, Christ’s the Catholic laity. It does not 
Mission has aided a large number assail individuals, but speaks 
of former Catholic priests in this | plainly about the aims and work- 
way. | ings of the politico-religious sys- 
Its articles of incorporation | tem of Roman Ecclesiasticism, of 
state that Christ’s Mission was | which they all form a part. Nor 
founded for the purpose of mu- does it connect any considerable 
tual improvement of religious | percentage of the laity with the 
knowledge and for the further- | political schemes of either the 
ance of religious opinion. It there- | Vatican or the hierarchy. 





CHRIST'S MISSION — Form of Bequest 
I give and bequeath to Christ’s Mission, incorporated in the State of 


New York, the sum of &....... to be applied to the uses and 


purposes of said Mission. 


YOUR COOPERATION IS SOLICITED AND YOUR CORRESPONDENCE 
INVITED 


When in New York City, come to our meetings. We cordially welcome you. 


CHRIST'S MISSION . . 229 West 48th St., New York 19, N. Y. 
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